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about the great job that the educators of San 
Mateo County are doing.’’ 

Nine San Mateo County middle and high 
schools were among the California schools se-
lected as 2007 Distinguished Schools. This 
annual award recognizes these schools as 
among the state’s most exemplary public 
schools. 

Madam Speaker, I am extremely proud of 
the work done by the educators in California. 
The nine distinguished schools from San 
Mateo County include Ralston Middle School 
in Belmont, Crocker-Middle School in 
Hillsborough, La Entrada Middle School in 
Menlo Park, Corte Madera Elementary School 
in Portola Valley, Aragon High School in San 
Mateo, Carlmont High School in Belmont, 
Menlo-Atherton High School in Atherton and 
Sequoia High School in Redwood City. 

I would like to add praise for two schools in 
San Francisco, also partly within my home dis-
trict. Gateway High School and KIPP San 
Francisco Bay Academy Middle School were 
likewise selected as Distinguished Schools for 
2007. 

To be designated a Distinguished School re-
quires a comprehensive review and evalua-
tion. Of California’s 2,400 middle and high 
schools, approximately 478 schools were eligi-
ble for consideration. Ultimately, 279 schools 
submitted the formal application for consider-
ation. And finally, 76 schools were selected for 
the list. 

Madam Speaker, it is my great pleasure to 
share with my colleagues this information and 
ask them to join me in recognizing the suc-
cess of these fine California schools. 
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TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER KNOPKE, 
KANSAS OUTSTANDING JUNIOR 
MEMBER OF THE DAUGHTERS OF 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize an outstanding young 
community leader from my congressional dis-
trict, Jennifer Knopke, who was named Kan-
sas Outstanding Junior Member of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, and will be so 
recognized at the DAR’s August convention. 

Jennifer is a dedicated teacher of at-risk 
students in the Shawnee Mission School Dis-
trict, and is an active volunteer in American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life, as well as her 
DAR volunteer activities. 

To be considered for this award, young 
women must be between 18 and 35, and must 
be active in furthering the ideals of ‘‘God, 
Home, and Country’’ of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, as well as other commu-
nity service activities. State winners will com-
pete in the national contest. I know Jennifer 
will represent the Kansas DAR well. 

The Outstanding Junior Member Contest 
began in 1963 to honor young women active 
in their chapter and community activities, and 
to encourage young members to become in-
volved in DAR activities and programs. 

Outstanding young leaders like Jennifer are 
the backbone of every community. Madam 
Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize Jen-
nifer for this well-deserved award. 

HONORING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in praise of the School District of 
Palm Beach County, Florida, home to three 
high schools ranked among the best in the na-
tion by Newsweek magazine. Superintendent 
of Schools, Dr. Arthur Johnson, is doing an 
outstanding job, for which we are all very 
grateful. The School District of Palm Beach 
County currently includes 166 public schools 
and over 170,000 students. The efficient oper-
ation of so many institutions of learning is a 
considerable undertaking, and Dr. Johnson, 
his administrators and the faculties of the var-
ious schools deserve great praise for their 
hard work and huge success. 

I want to offer particular praise for Suncoast 
High School, rated fifth best high school in 
America by Newsweek and Dreyfoos School 
of the Arts, also in the top 20, both of which 
are in my district. Suncoast, an international 
studies magnet school, has been recognized 
before for the high quality of its programs. Ad-
ditionally, at least five Suncoast teachers have 
been singled out for excellence, and both 
schools have seen many awards go to their 
students. 

On this occasion, I also want to recognize 
Jessica Su, a junior at Suncoast High School, 
one of 81 students in America to receive the 
2006–07 Siemens Award for Advanced Place-
ment. This prestigious distinction is given to 
students who demonstrate the highest pro-
ficiency in mathematics and science. Ms. Su is 
one of only seven juniors to win this award. A 
brilliant young lady, her remarkable accom-
plishment can be credited in part to the edu-
cation she is getting at Suncoast. 

I am delighted to be able to stand here 
today praising these fine accomplishments, 
and it is with great pride that I congratulate 
both schools, their administrators, faculty and 
students and Dr. Johnson for the fine work 
they are all doing. 
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IN HONOR OF SPECIALIST LANCE 
C. SPRINGER, U.S. ARMY 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I Rise today 
to honor the courage of a brave and dedicated 
hero of the Fort Worth community and of our 
Nation. 

Specialist Lance C. Springer II was a United 
States Army soldier and a true american hero 
who gallantly and selflessly gave his life for 
his country on March 23, 2007, during combat 
operations in Baghdad, Iraq. 

Lance—or Craig as his family and friends 
called him, enlisted during time of war, which 
speaks volumes about his character and patri-
otism. 

Assigned to the 25th Infantry Division, 
Craig’s service as a field medic, placing the 
well-being of others ahead of his own, exem-

plifies the type of selfless and caring man that 
he was. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Craig’s 
parents and all of his family and friends. 

Our community and Nation honor Specialist 
Springer’s memory and we are grateful for his 
faithful and distinguished service to America. 

Specialist Craig Springer will not be forgot-
ten. His memory lives on through his family 
and the legacy of selfless service that he so 
bravely imprinted on our hearts. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘THE SAFETY, 
EFFICIENCY AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY ON TRANSPORTATION 
PROJECTS THROUGH PUBLIC IN-
SPECTION ACT OF 2007’’ 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Safety, Efficiency and Ac-
countability in Transportation Projects through 
Public Inspection Act of 2007 (H.R. 2485). 

This bill would require public employees to 
perform the inspection and related essential 
public functions on all state and local transpor-
tation projects. My bill is intended to ensure 
that public safety is protected, transportation 
funds are not wasted and projects are deliv-
ered in a timely manner. 

On transportation projects, the construction 
inspector is the eyes, ears and voice of the 
public. Inspectors ensure that construction and 
seismic standards are met, that projects meet 
safety requirements and that the materials 
used will stand the test of time. In short, in-
spectors are there to ensure that the motoring 
public gets what they pay for and public safety 
and the public interest are protected. 

When the construction inspection function is 
outsourced to a private company, there is no 
longer a representative of the public on the job 
site. In this circumstance, one private com-
pany is charged with the task of inspecting the 
work of another private company. This creates 
multiple conflicts for the private inspector. 
First, the private inspectors’ primary obligation 
and responsibility is not to the public, but to 
the success and profitability of his company. 
Because the private construction company 
whose work they are inspecting on one project 
may be a business partner on a future project, 
private inspectors may also feel pressure from 
the private contractor to take steps that ensure 
larger profits for both firms. I am concerned 
that these conflicts have led private inspectors 
to cut corners and overlook problems that 
threaten public safety, increase costs and 
delay projects. 

There are many examples in which public 
safety has been threatened by the use of pri-
vate inspectors, including Boston’s ‘‘Big Dig’’ 
(where a concrete slab from a tunnel ceiling 
fell and killed a woman), the L.A. Redline sub-
way (Hollywood Blvd. collapsed), the 8–805 
Interchange in San Diego (10,000 defective 
welds on a seismic retrofit), the Connecticut I– 
84 project (hundreds of drains that lead no-
where). 

Contracting out public inspection work also 
does not save money. Defective work requires 
extensive repairs, and inevitably, the taxpayer 
gets stuck with the bill. Comparative studies 
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